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In 1954, the Seaside Open-Air Museum was founded in Ventspils as the Open-Air Maritime Fishing Museum. The
museum fund consists of more than 26,000 different items.

One of the museum’s collections includes ship and boat lanterns that were acquired from Ventspils fishing
kolkhoz “Sarkana baka” (Red Lighthouse) and coastal villages.

International Maritime Laws prescribe the use of signal lights to ensure communication in various
circumstances, in order to identify and assess any situation during navigation. Therefore, signal lanterns as fishing
aids have been significant at all times.
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Process: before and after using gel — wheat flour glue that contains 5% of citric acid

CONSERVATION PROCESS

In the process of restoration, lanterns have been cleaned from dirt and degreased. Paint layers have been gradually
removed by using a gel — wheat flour glue that contains solvents such as dimethylsulfoxide, benzyl alcohol, ethanol and
petroleum spirit (1:1:1:1). In order to clean up the doors of the lanterns that are covered with thick paint layers a hairdryer has

been used. In the case of some lanterns, a layer of grey or green colour has been left untouched, if it holds well to the metal
surface and has not peeled up and the corrosion layer has not been seen under it as well. Areas affected by corrosion are
chemically cleaned by using a gel — wheat flour glue that contains 5% of citric acid. By cleaning areas affected by corrosion in
this way, no leakage is formed, the selected area is cleaned and the whole process is controlled well. Lanterns are passivated,
rinsed and dried. Surfaces are cleaned mechanically. A protective coating is applied on the metal surface.

Lantern restoration process

Reference: In the study, the information available in the scientific archives of the Ventspils Seaside Open-Air Museum is used.

LATVIJAS
RESTAURATORU
BIEDRIBA



